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ADI would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land  
on which we work and meet. We pay our respects to their Elders,  

past and present, and Elders from other communities.
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Our researchers continue to lead 
innovative projects that confront and 
seek to address enduring social issues 
that affect us on a local, national and 
global scale, including the surge in 
populist and far-right politics, new 
and continuing humanitarian crises 
and their associated forced 
displacement and migration, and the 
effect of climate change on local 
communities, among many others. 
Our research agenda is clear, as we 
are challenged by issues that require 
our scholarly work to find 
explanations as well as solutions. 

Our innovative and impactful 
research attracted over $5 million in 
external research income in 2018, 
which includes our fantastic ARC 
funding results. Our researchers were 
awarded funding for six ARC projects 
– one Future Fellowship, two DECRAs, 
and three Discovery Projects – and 
ADI researchers were also chief 
investigators on a further three 
non-Deakin led projects. This is a 
major success that continues to build 
upon our already robust suite of ARC 
projects led by our members. 

It would be impossible not to mention 
the successful CRIS think tank that we 
are leading with a consortium of 
researchers, industry partners and 
community leaders to forge solutions 
to problems caused by social 
polarisation, racism and violent 
extremism in Victoria. Made possible 
by a grant from the Victorian 
Department of Premier and Cabinet, 
we look forward with great 
anticipation to the outcomes of this 
major investment over the next five 
years. 

We continue to explore and pursue 
new ways to engage and impact 
diverse individuals, groups and 
end-users through our research 
findings and related programs. Our 
2018 international flagship 
conference, Youth Futures: 
Connection and Mobility in the 
Asia-Pacific, focused on the 
experience of young people as they 
navigate an increasingly connected 
global world, and our ADI Policy 
Forum series tackled issues as diverse 
as cashless welfare cards in the East 
Kimberley, social incorporation of 
migrant youth, and epigenetics and 
health policies. 

Our partners continue to strengthen 
our community engagement as well 
as drive our research agenda in new 
and inventive directions. In May, we 
held our inaugural Partnerships 
Summit hosted by the State 
Government, which aimed to reflect 
on and strengthen the multitude of 
partnerships that we have with a 
range of organisations across 
Australia. It was heartening to see 
firsthand the deep impact of the 
relationships that we have cultivated 
with our valued partners from across 
many vital sectors. 

Reflecting our ongoing commitment 
to critical assessment and renewal, 
we rearticulated our research streams 
in 2018 to better reflect the emerging 
priorities across the Institute that will 
shape our research agenda in the 
next few years. Our thematic research 

streams underpin the development of 
new big ideas and support our vibrant 
community of researchers committed 
to conducting excellent and impactful 
research. Similarly, we continue to 
invest in the development of our HDR 
and ECR researchers, preparing them 
for their academic future and as an 
investment in the next generation of 
research leaders for Deakin and 
indeed the wider Australian research 
sector. 

Our success in 2018 is a reflection of 
the ongoing support and critical 
engagement of our partners and 
stakeholders, but it is also an 
indication of the strategic investment 
of Deakin University into our research 
vision and the dedication and 
commitment of our researchers and 
professional team. 

I hope you will all continue to engage 
with us in 2019, as we embark on yet 
another exciting program of high-
quality research projects and 
impactful dissemination activities. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

The Alfred Deakin Institute 
for Citizenship and 
Globalisation continued to be 
at the forefront of humanities 
and social sciences research 
in Australia in 2018, and it is 
a pleasure to be able to look 
back upon our many 
achievements and successes 
in the year past. 

Alfred Deakin Professor  
Fethi Mansouri 
Director, Alfred Deakin Institute  
for Citizenship and Globalisation 
UNESCO Chair, Cultural Diversity  
and Social Justice
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Research Streams

Our research streams are the internal structure around which our research agenda is built. They 
foster opportunities for collaboration, project development and mentoring among members 
and students with shared research interests and priorities.
 

• Heritage and Indigeneity
• Governance, Development and Peace
• Mobilities, Diversity and Multiculturalism
• Culture, Environment and Science

Research Agenda

Our research agenda is concerned with complex and often contradictory meanings of 
citizenship, social inclusion and globalisation at the local, national and transnational levels. The 
Institute’s research streams and support structures foster the study of complex social problems 
from a number of academic vantage points, enabling systematic and holistic exploration of our 
fields of enquiry. 
We aim to create a vibrant research environment that supports excellence, innovation and 
collaboration among theorists and problem-oriented researchers who examine contentious 
and critical social issues. The Institute supports its members through mentoring and training 
schemes, and helps to develop career pathways for our early career and doctoral researchers.

Engagement and Impact

The Institute is committed to a genuinely worldly research agenda that reflects an empirical 
reality that the social, political and cultural issues Australia faces are interconnected with 
international influences and processes. Our approach to research and capacity-building 
reflects this global awareness as we endeavour to foster collaboration and partnerships with 
universities, civil society organisations and government agencies around the world.
Specifically, the Institute has a concentration of expertise on the Asia-Pacific, the Middle East 
and North Africa, and Europe, and actively pursues collaborative interdisciplinary research with 
many partners in these regions.

The Alfred Deakin Institute for Citizenship and Globalisation (ADI) 
is a leading humanities and social sciences research institute 
based at Deakin University, Australia. We create cutting-edge 
knowledge about citizenship, diversity, inclusion and globalisation 
which informs scholarship, debate and policy.

ABOUT US

Our vision

Our vision is to be a leading international social sciences and 
humanities institute. We want our knowledge creation and 

dissemination to meaningfully affect lived human experiences by 
actively shaping agendas and informing debates.

Our mission
We aim to understand complex social issues associated with 
globalising processes through innovative, mixed-method 
multidisciplinary research. Our focus is on sharing our research 
through practical channels, engaging in partnerships and 
supporting high-quality researchers and doctoral students. We’ll 
contribute to knowledge construction and influence research 
developments, public debates and policy agendas.
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GOVERNANCE 

Advisory Board

(Chair) Dr Bulent 
(Hass) Dellal (AO)
Executive Director, Australian 
Multicultural Foundation

Dr Bulent (Hass) Dellal AO is the 
Executive Director of the Australian 
Multicultural Foundation. He has over 
25 years of experience in multicultural 
affairs and serves as Chair of the Board 
of Directors of SBS Television and Radio, 
Chair of the Centre for Multicultural 
Youth, Chair of the Islamic Museum of 
Australia, and Co-Chair of the Victoria 
Police Multi-faith Council.

Mr Ahmet Keskin
Executive Director,  
Australian Intercultural Society

Ahmet Keskin is the Executive 
Director of the Australian Intercultural 
Society. He was one of the co-
founders of the NSW-based Affinity 
Intercultural Foundation and a NSW 
Centenary ANZAC Ambassador. 

Professor Jane den 
Hollander (AO)
Vice-Chancellor and President, 
Deakin University

Professor Jane den Hollander AO 
has been Vice-Chancellor of Deakin 
University since July 2010.

At Deakin, Professor den Hollander 
introduced LIVE the Future, an aspiration 
for Deakin to drive the digital frontier in 
higher education, harnessing the power, 
opportunity and reach of new and 
emerging technologies in all that  
it does.

Mr Frank McGuire MP
Member of Parliament

Frank McGuire is a Member of 
Parliament, internationally acclaimed 
social innovator, businessman and dual-
winner of Australian journalism’s most 
prestigious honour, the Walkley Award. 

Professor Julie Owens
Deputy Vice-Chancellor  
Research, Deakin University

Professor Julie Owens is Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor Research at Deakin 
University. Her role is to provide 
academic leadership to advance 
Deakin’s distinctive research and 
research training both nationally and 
internationally. Originally an ARC QEII 
Fellow and NHMRC Research Fellow, 
she continues to be engaged in research 
into pregnancy and early development. 

Ms Inga Peulich MP
Member of Parliament

Inga Peulich is an experienced former-
Member of Parliament and is the former-
Shadow Minister for Multicultural 
Affairs and Shadow Minister for Scrutiny 
of Government. Inga brings a depth 
of experience in government and 
opposition and across both chambers  
of the Parliament. 

Professor Brenda 
Cherednichenko
Executive Dean (Arts and  
Education), Deakin University

Professor Brenda Cherednichenko is 
Executive Dean Arts and Education 
at Deakin University. Brenda is 
Chair of several Australian Fulbright 
Commission selection committees, 
a Director of the Origin Foundation 
Board, a Graduate of the Australian 
Institute of Company Directors, and a 
member of several international peer-
review journal editorial committees.

Professor Fazal Rizvi
Professor in Education,  
University of Melbourne 

Fazal Rizvi is a Professor in Education at 
the University of Melbourne, as well as 
an Emeritus Professor at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana Champaign. 
He has previously held academic and 
administrative appointments at a 
number of universities in Australia.

Alfred Deakin Professor 
Fethi Mansouri 
Director, Alfred Deakin Institute 
for Citizenship and Globalisation

Alfred Deakin Professor Fethi Mansouri 
holds a Deakin University Alfred 
Deakin Research Chair in migration 
and intercultural studies and is the 
Director of the Alfred Deakin Institute 
for Citizenship and Globalisation. 
In 2013 he was appointed Chair-holder, 
UNESCO Chair in comparative research 
on Cultural Diversity and Social Justice.

Ms Carmel Guerra  
(OAM)
Chief Executive Officer,  
Centre for Multicultural Youth

Carmel Guerra OAM is the founder and 
Chief Executive Officer of the Centre for 
Multicultural Youth. For over 30 years, 
Carmel has been a strong advocate for 
young people of refugee and migrant 
backgrounds in Victoria. Carmel was 
awarded the Victorian Premier’s Award 
for Community Harmony in 2015 and a 
Medal of the Order of Australia in 2016.

Professor Peter Spearritt
Professor of Urban History, 
University of Queensland

Born in Melbourne, and educated at 
North Sydney Boys High School, the 
University of Sydney and ANU, Peter 
Spearritt is Professor of Urban History  
at the University of Queensland.
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MEMBERSHIP

Directorate 
Director, Alfred Deakin Institute 
for Citizenship and Globalisation 
and UNESCO Chair, Cultural 
Diversity and Social Justice
Alfred Deakin Professor  
Fethi Mansouri

Deputy Director (International) 
Research Professor, Middle East 
and Central Asian Politics
Professor Shahram Akbarzadeh

Deputy Director (Research) 
Professor, Cultural Heritage and 
Museum Studies
Professor Andrea Witcomb Administration  

team
Executive Officer
Cayla Edwards

Senior Administration Officer
Yvonne Williams

Administration Officer
Arlene Pacheco

Administration Assistant
Tara Brennan  

Research & Partnerships  
Coordinator
Dr Patrick-Jean Guay

Academic Editor
Jenny Lucy

Engagement and 
Communications Officer
Matthew Guy

Digital Content Assistant
Giles Campbell-Wright

Research Assistant to the UNESCO Chair
Enqi Weng

Executive 
(Chair) Director, ADI 
UNESCO Chair, Cultural  
Diversity and Social Justice
Alfred Deakin Professor 
Fethi Mansouri

Deputy Director (International)  
and Professor, Middle East and  
Central Asian Politics
Professor Shahram Akbarzadeh

Deputy Director (Research) and 
Professor, Cultural Heritage 
and Museum Studies
Professor Andrea Witcomb

Research Professor, Alfred 
Deakin Institute for Citizenship 
and Globalisation
Professor Anita Harris

Associate Professor, School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences
Associate Professor Chad Whelan

Senior Lecturer (International Law), 
Faculty of Business and Law
Dr John Morss

Senior Lecturer in Politics and Policy 
Studies, Faculty of Arts and Education
Dr Zim Nwokora

Ex Officio members 
of Executive
Executive Dean, Faculty of 
Arts and Education
Professor Brenda Cherednichenko
 
Head of School, School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences
Professor Matthew Clarke
 
Executive Officer, Alfred Deakin Institute 
for Citizenship and Globalisation
Cayla Edwards

Geelong Convenor, ADI 
Professor of Australian Studies, School 
of Humanities and Social Sciences
Professor Louise Johnson

Associate Dean (Research), 
Faculty of Arts and Education
Professor Jack Reynolds

International 
Reference Group
Founding Director, University 
Research Centre for the Study of 
Ethnicity and Citizenship University 
of Bristol, United Kingdom
Professor Tariq Modood 

Director of the Centre for the Study 
of Culture and Politics Swansea 
University, United Kingdom
Professor Roland Axtmann 

Professor of Critical Race, Gender 
and Leadership Studies Antioch 
University, United States of America
Professor Philomena Essed

Chair of Sociology, Anthropology 
and  Social Welfare Augustana 
College, United States of America
Professor Peter Kivisto 

Presidential Professor, Graduate 
Centre City University of New 
York, United States of America
Professor Bryan Turner

Director, Global Governance  
Programme European 
University Institute, Italy
Professor Anna Triandafyllidou 

University Research Chair in 
Socio-Cultural Changes in Canada 
University of Ottawa, Canada
Professor Patrick Imbert 

Professor of Religious Studies  
Victoria University of 
Wellington, New Zealand
Professor Paul Morris

Research-only  
staff

Professor Jon Altman AM 
Research Professor

Professor Greg Barton 
Chair in Global Islamic Politics

Professor Michele Grossman 
Chair in Diversity and 
Community Resilience

Professor Linda Hancock 
Chair and Professor of Politics 
and Policy Studies

Professor Anita Harris 
Research Professor

Professor Emma Kowal 
Research Professor

Professor Mark McGillivray 
Professor of International 
Development

Professor John Powers 
Research Professor

Professor Tim Winter 
Chair of Cultural Heritage

Professor Ihsan Yilmaz 
Chair in Islamic Studies and 
Intercultural Dialogue

Associate Professor Melinda Hinkson 
Future Fellow

Associate Professor Eben Kirksey 
Associate Professor

Associate Professor Maurizio Meloni 
Future Fellow

Dr Salma Ahmed 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Zahid Ahmed 
Alfred Deakin Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow

Dr Magdalena Arias Cubas 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Rebecca Barlow 
Senior Research Fellow

Dr Vanessa Barolsky 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr James Barry 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Rose Butler 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Dara Conduit 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Denise Cook 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Lorinda Cramer 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Cameo Dalley 
Research Fellow

Dr Amanuel Elias 
Research Fellow

Dr Vivian Gerrard 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr José Antonio Gonzalez Zarandona 
DECRA Track Research Fellow

Dr Billy Griffiths 
Research Fellow

Dr Diarmaid Harkin 
Alfred Deakin Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow

Dr Sarah Hayes 
DECRA Senior Research Fellow

Dr Niamattulah Ibrahimi 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Sherene Idriss 
DECRA Track Research Fellow

Dr Taghreed Jamal Al Deen 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Amelia Johns                           
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Kim Lam                                   
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Christopher Mayes 
DECRA Research Fellow 

Dr Talia Morag 
Alfred Deakin Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow

Dr Ali Mozaffari 
DECRA Research Fellow

Paula Muraca 
Associate Editor, Journal of 
Intercultural Studies

Dr Sanaz Nasirpour  
Research Assistant

Dr Timothy Neale 
Alfred Deakin Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow

Dr Natalie Ralph 
Research Fellow

Dr James Scambary 
DECRA Track Research Fellow

Dr Filip Slaveski 
DECRA Research Fellow

Dr Will Smith 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Victoria Stead 
DECRA Senior Research Fellow 

Dr Daniella Trimboli 
Research Fellow

Dr Matteo Vergani 
Associate Research Fellow

Dr Daniela Voss 
Alfred Deakin Postdoctoral 
Research Fellow

Dr Jessica Walton 
DECRA Research Fellow
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School of Humanities and 
Social Sciences
Alfred Deakin Professor Matthew 
Clarke 
Head of School

Alfred Deakin Professor Baogang He  
Personal Chair in International 
Relations

Professor Louise Johnson 
Professor of Australian Studies

Alfred Deakin Professor Yin Paradies  
Coordinator Indigenous Knowledges 
and Culture

Professor Jack Reynolds 
Associate Dean (Research)

Professor Wei Shen  
Associate Pro Vice-Chancellor 
(International Relations)

Associate Professor George Duke  
Associate Professor in Philosophy

Associate Professor Anna Halafoff  
Senior Lecturer in Sociology

Associate Professor David Hundt 
Associate Professor of International 
Relations

Associate Professor Benjamin Isakhan 
Associate Professor of Politics and 
Policy

Associate Professor Vince Marotta 
Associate Professor of Sociology

Associate Professor Darren Palmer 
Associate Professor of Criminology

Associate Professor Chengxin Pan 
Associate Professor of International 
Relations

Associate Professor Matthew Sharpe 
Associate Professor of Philosophy

Associate Professor Andrew Singleton  
Associate Head of School (Research)

Associate Professor Steven Slaughter 
Associate Professor in International 
Relations

Associate Professor Patrick Stokes  
Associate Professor of Philosophy

Associate Professor Chad Whelan 
Associate Head of School (Teaching 
and Learning)

Dr Sam Balaton-Chrimes  
Senior Lecturer in International Studies

Dr Sean Bowden  
Senior Lecturer in Philosophy

Kristal Buckley  
Lecturer in Cultural Heritage

Dr Morgan Burcher  
Lecturer in Criminology

Dr Danielle Chubb  
Senior Lecturer in International 
Relations

Dr Steven Cooke  
Associate Head of School 
(International and Partnerships)

Dr Joanna Cruickshank  
Senior Lecturer in History

Dr Peter Ferguson  
Lecturer in Politics and Policy Studies

Dr Jason Gibson  
Research Fellow

Dr David Giles  
Lecturer in Anthropology

Dr Tanya King  
Senior Lecturer in Anthropology

Dr Costas Laoutides  
Senior Lecturer in International 
Relations

Dr Adam Molnar  
Lecturer in Criminology

Dr Yamini Narayanan  
Senior Lecturer

Dr Amy Nethery  
Senior Lecturer in Politics and Policy 
Studies

Dr Zim Nwokora 
Senior Lecturer in Politics and Policy 
Studies

Dr Maria Rae  
Lecturer in Politics and Policy

Dr Imogen Richards  
Lecturer in Criminology

Dr Tiffany Shellam  
Senior Lecturer in History

Dr Gillian Tan  
Senior Lecturer in Anthropology

Dr Danielle Tyson  
Senior Lecturer in Criminology

Dr Anthony Ware  
Senior Lecturer in International and 
Community Development

Dr Ian Warren  
Senior Lecturer in Criminology

School of 
Communication and 
Creative Arts
Professor David Marshall               
Chair in New Media, Communications 
and Cultural Studies

Associate Professor Kristy Hess  
Associate Professor of 
Communication

Associate Professor Lisa Waller  
Associate Professor of 
Communication

Dr Luke Heemsbergen 
Lecturer in Communication

Dr Antonia Pont  
Senior Lecturer in Writing and 
Literature

Dr Usha Manchanda Rodrigues  
Senior Lecturer in Communication

Dr Jian Xu  
Lecturer in Communication

Deakin Business School
Alfred Deakin Professor Chris 
Doucouliagos 
Chair in Economics

Professor Mehmet Ulubasoglu 
Professor

School-based members

Emeritus  
Professors
Alfred Deakin Professor William Logan

Alfred Deakin Professor David Walker

Honorary  
Fellows 
Professor Tom Stanley 

Professor Howard White

Associate Professor Kevin O’Toole

Dr David Carpenter

Dr Philipp Schorch

Padmini Sebastian

Dr Sabra Thorner

Dr Linda Young

Adjunct Members
Professor Georgina Tsolidis

Professor Sanjay Srivastava

Professor James Williams

Shane Brady

Dr Michele Lobo

Dr Daniela Voss

Dr Elizabeth Watt

Conjoint Members
Dr Santosh Jatrana

Deakin Law School
Dr John Morss 
Senior Lecturer in International Law

School of Architecture and 
Built Environment
Associate Professor Mirjana Lozanovska 
Associate Professor

School of Education
Professor Karen Starr 
Chair in School Development and 
Leadership
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2018 FINANCIAL STATEMENT

ACCOUNT 2018 ACTUAL 2018 BUDGET 2018 VARIANCE

INCOME
OTHER INCOME 543,857 543,857 

-

TOTAL INCOME

EXPENSES
EMPLOYMENT COSTS
NON-SALARY EXPENSES

543,857  

119, 537 
1,106,867

543,857 

94,069 
449,788

- 

25,467
657,079

TOTAL EXPENSES 1,226,404 543,857 682,546

NET SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) (682,546) - (682,546) 

ACCOUNT 2018 ACTUAL 2018 BUDGET 2018 VARIANCE

INTERNAL RESEARCH
TOTAL INCOME
INTERNAL RESEARCH EXPENDITURE

6,192,659 
5,460,851

6,421,193
6,329,615

228,533 
868,764

NET SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) 731,809 91,578 640,231

ALFRED DEAKIN INSTITUTE FOR CITIZENSHIP AND GLOBALISATION

ADI OTHER ACTIVITIES

NET SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) 49,262 91,578 (42,316)

TOTAL ADI

CATEGORY 1 
ACTUAL

CATEGORY 2-4 
ACTUAL

2018 ACTUAL CATEGORY 1 
TARGET

CATEGORY 2-4 
TARGET

2018 TARGET 2018 VARIANCE

2,050,245 3,216,057 5,266,302 1,300,000 2,700,000 4,000,000 1,266,302

EXTERNAL RESEARCH

INCREASING THE QUALITY 
OF RESEARCH OUTPUTS

By 2020 ADI will achieve  
in excess of $3m research 
income annually, including  
at least $1.5m generated  
from partnerships with 
industry and community. 

RESEARCH INCOME
In 2018 ADI showed strong growth in  
Category 1 and Category 2-4 funding 

  Category 1                 Category 2-4

2016         1,874,347                 2,159,476

2017         1,982,492                2,773,859

2018                  2,050,245               3,216,057

AUSTRALIAN RESEARCH COUNCIL 
COMPETITIVE GRANTS

ADI researchers were awarded over $2.7 
million in competitive grant funding from 
the Australian Research Council in 2018 
for projects led by Associate Professor 
Maurizio Meloni, Professor Emma Kowal, 
Professor John Powers, Dr Amelia Johns, Dr 
Rose Butler and Dr Timothy Neale. 



Associate Professor Maurizio Meloni Dr Amelia Johns Dr Jessica Walton Professor Anita Harris
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ADI ANNUAL REPORT 2018

Impressionable bodies: epigenetic models of plasticity in the 
Global South

Associate Professor Maurizio Meloni
This Future Fellowship project aims to investigate how epigenetics, the science of how 
environmental factors switch genes on or off, is reshaping notions of the body, heredity 
and biological plasticity in the Global South. Using case studies in Australia, India and South 
Africa this project comparatively analyses how epigenetics is mobilised in public debates on 
responsibility, risk and the amelioration of disadvantage. This project expects to ensure that 
policy translation of epigenetics maximises social benefits and reduces risks of social harm, 
particularly to vulnerable minority groups.

Fostering global digital citizenship: diaspora youth in a 
connected world

Dr Amelia Johns; Dr Jessica Walton; Dr Gilbert Caluya; Professor Anita Harris
This Discovery Project aims to identify the global digital citizenship dimensions of diaspora 
youth’s everyday digital media use. The project intends to use a new approach in order 
to investigate how these practices can be fostered through digital citizenship policy and 
programs to improve the inclusion and participation of culturally diverse youth and maximise 
their effectiveness. Expected outcomes include advances in understandings about the 
opportunity and capacity of diaspora youth experience. Findings will be used to strengthen 
digital citizenship initiatives in Australian secondary schools, connect them more closely to 
global citizenship education programs, and enhance the engagement of a diverse student 
body.



Professor John Powers Dr Gillian Tan Professor Emma Kowal Associate Professor Maurizio Meloni
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ADI ANNUAL REPORT

Tibet’s rivers in the Anthropocene: history and present 
trajectories

Professor John Powers; Dr Gillian Tan; Assistant Professor James Pittock;  
Professor Dr Petra Maurer; Dr Sara Beavis; Dr Ruth Gamble;  
Associate Professor Per Sörensen; Dr Yangmotso Yangmotso
This Discovery Project aims to produce a multifaceted history of the eastern Tibetan 
Plateau’s rivers, focusing on the increasing human impacts during the Anthropocene. It will 
combine data from archival, cultural and oral sources in multiple languages with the results 
of scientific studies of river flow, water quality, and sediment, ice, and tree-rings analysis. The 
project will produce both historical narratives and graphic representations that model past 
land and water usage. The results of the project will underpin environmental policy for this 
hydrologically and ecologically crucial region, including the development of a paradigm of 
care based on the region’s indigenous cultural resources.

Epigenetics and Indigenous Australia

Professor Emma Kowal; Professor Megan Warin; Associate Professor Maurizio Meloni
This Discovery Project aims to investigate how epigenetics is being received by Indigenous 
Australians, and to identify the potential risks and opportunities that narratives of 
biosocial damage entail. Epigenetics is a rapidly evolving science concerned with how life 
experiences, such as trauma or stress, can modify DNA and be passed on to negatively affect 
children’s (and possibly grandchildren’s) health and development. This project will offer an 
understanding of the relationships between Indigenous health and epigenetics that will help 
Indigenous researchers, policymakers, and government bodies make well-informed decisions 
about the application and direction of this new science. The research will make a significant 
contribution to understanding how the interplay of biology, race, and society unfold at the 
intersection of different knowledge systems and at the forefront of technological progress.



Dr Timothy Neale Dr Rose Butler
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DR  
VICTORIA STEAD

ADI ANNUAL REPORT

Pyrosecurity: understanding and managing bushfires in a 
changing climate

Dr Timothy Neale
This Discovery Early Career Researcher Award project aims to examine cultural and political 
factors that have shaped bushfire management in Australasia during the past two decades 
and identify how practices might better adapt to a changing world. Bushfires are a serious 
natural hazard with major social, economic, and environmental impacts. Social and climatic 
changes are altering the intensity, frequency, and consequences of bushfires, creating 
significant uncertainties in how we anticipate them. This project will examine how bushfire 
management practitioners and institutions manage diverse uncertainties, leading to new 
theoretical insights and strategic policy advice. Expected benefits include better prediction 
and management of bushfire impacts and improved education and training of bushfire 
practitioners.

Strengthening intercultural relationships among Australia’s 
rural youth

Dr Rose Butler
This Discovery Early Career Researcher Award project aims to investigate what strengthens 
and hinders intercultural relationships among young people in rural Australia. New patterns 
of migrant rural settlement, while crucial to economic and social stability, have created 
urgent challenges to intercultural relationships among rural youth from diverse local, 
refugee and migrant backgrounds living under conditions of economic precarity. Using 
an ethnographic and longitudinal approach, the project expects to generate new insights 
into the conditions, capacities and identity resources that help and hinder intercultural 
relationships among such youth. The project outcomes will provide evidence to inform 
programs that aim to strengthen youth community cohesion in Australia’s rural communities 
and increase their belonging to rural life.



In 2018, ADI received $3.5 million in research income from 
36 different partners across philanthropic, multilateral, 
international civil society organisations and state and federal 
Australian governments. ADI also signed $5 million in new 
contracts to be conducted in coming years.

GOVERNMENT/INDUSTRY-FUNDED 
RESEARCH

Resilient Communities and Inclusive Societies

The Alfred Deakin Institute will lead an international think tank of researchers, industry partners and 
community leaders to forge solutions to problems caused by social polarisation, racism and violent 
extremism within Victoria, thanks to a multi-million dollar grant from Victoria’s Department of Premier and 
Cabinet.

The Centre for Resilient and Inclusive Societies (CRIS) will deliver new thinking and evidence that informs 
policy on strengthening social cohesion and community safety and reducing racism, intercultural intolerance 
and violent extremism.

The new Centre will partner with Western Sydney University, Victoria University, Canada’s Dalhousie 
University, the Australian Multicultural Foundation, Centre for Multicultural Youth, the UK’s Institute for 
Strategic Dialogue, and RAND Australia.

Professor Michele Grossman, incoming Director of CRIS, said Victoria was a national leader in social policy 
and programs that build social cohesion, community resilience and respect for cultural diversity, and to 
mitigate the effects of violent extremism, social exclusivism, hate crimes and hate speech.

“Despite Victoria’s demonstrated success in strengthening social belonging and community resilience, 
various risks and threats persist, requiring continuing innovations in research, evidence and policy to meet 
and overcome existing and emerging challenges,” Professor Grossman said.

Professor Grossman said the new think tank offered an unprecedented opportunity to bring together 
community, academic and government knowledge and expertise to find the best ways to keep Victorian 
communities strong, safe and well.

“We are very excited about how CRIS brings together an outstanding independent consortium of 
community and academic partners combining both local and international research and programming 
excellence and innovation,” she said.

“Such partnerships across these realms are crucial, not only for creating new knowledge around social 
cohesion, community resilience and violent extremism, but also for translating research findings into user-
friendly programs and resources that are meaningful for both communities and government policy.”

A selection of Category 2-4 grants awarded to ADI in 2018:

Associate Professor Lisa WallerAssociate Professor Mirjana LozanovskaDr Kristy Hess

21 22

Breaking silences: media and the Child Abuse Royal Commission

University of Canberra-led
Professor Kerry McCallum; Associate Professor Tanja Dreher;  
Dr Kristy Hess; Associate Professor Lisa Waller; Professor Eli Skogerbø

ADI researchers on non-Deakin led ARC 
projects announced in 2018

Architecture and industry: the migrant contribution  
to nation-building

The University of Melbourne-led
Associate Professor Anoma Pieris; Associate Professor Mirjana Lozanovska; 
Associate Professor Andrew Saniga; Dr David Beynon; Dr Alexandra Dellios

Amplifying Indigenous news: a digital intervention

The University of Melbourne-led
Dr David Nolan; Associate Professor Scott Wright; Associate Professor Margaret Simons; 
Associate Professor Lisa Waller; Professor Kerry McCallum; Professor Peter Radoll; 
Mr Luke Pearson; Ms Lorena Allam; Ms Gabrielle Jackson



ENGAGEMENT AND IMPACT
ADI has a strong commitment to the creation of new 
knowledge that is both innovative and practical. We 
strive to engage with end-users, making our research as 
open and accessible as possible, as well as proving the 
unique and meaningful impacts that our research has on 
Australian and international communities.

Deep Time Dreaming
Winner of the 2018 John Mulvaney Book Award and Book of the Year at the NSW Premier’s Literary 
Awards in 2019, Deep Time Dreaming: Uncovering Ancient Australia delves into Australia’s history of 
archaeology since the mid-20th century.

In Deep Time Dreaming, Dr Billy Griffiths follows the journeys of a number of Australia’s 
archaeological pioneers and charts the development of the field of Aboriginal archaeology, and the 
shifting cultural and political climate in which it has emerged.

“’Deep Time Dreaming’ is a history of the people and places that have shaped our understanding of 
ancient Australia,” Mr Griffiths said.

“It is also the story of Aboriginal leaders and their fight to be involved in decisions about their land 
and their heritage.

“As a historian, I have always been keenly aware of the limitations of documents, which only go back 
a few centuries on this continent. But this is not where Australian history began. We now know that 
this country’s Indigenous history extends over 60,000 years.

“Perhaps a billion people have called this continent home. They thrived in the extreme aridity of the 
central deserts and hunted in the glacier-filled gorges extending from the Tasmanian ice cap. They 
watched lakes dry, volcanoes erupt, dune fields form and the sea level rise by 125 metres. Theirs is a 
remarkable story of transformation and resilience.”
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Countering Violent Extremism in Southeast 
Asia
The Southeast Asian Network of Civil Society Organisations 
(SEAN-CSO) works to counter violent extremism in Southeast 
Asia, and is funded by the Australian Department of Home 
Affairs. SEAN-CSO is a network of civil society organisations, 
sharing common interests in working on preventing/
countering violent extremism (P/CVE) with member 
organisations in Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
and Thailand. The focus of its 2018 workshops, hosted in 
Sydney, Yogyakarta, and Bangkok, was Program Logic, which 
underpins civil society initiatives, and the need for impact 
and process evaluation to measure success. 

Through exercises designed to facilitate the sharing of experiences and development of knowledge, the 
network fosters peer-to-peer learning and partnerships. In December, Deakin hosted a SEAN-CSO side 
event at Deakin, a Global Counter Terrorism Forum workshop focused on the role of gender in P/CVE. The 
administration of the network is led by Professor Greg Barton, Dr Matteo Vergani and Mr Dan Goodhardt 
in Australia and a range of experts in Thailand, the Philippines, Malaysia and Indonesia.

Externalisation of Refugee Policies in Australia  
The Jean Monnet Erasmus+ Network grant ‘The Comparative Network on Refugee Externalisation Policies 
(CONREP)’ is an international, interdisciplinary network of experts from six universities in Australia and 
Europe, represented by Dr Amy Nethery from Deakin University.

CONREP researches the impact and effects of the externalisation of refugee policies in two regions: 
Australia’s activities in Southeast Asia and the Pacific; and the European Union and its member states’ 
activities in North Africa. These policies exploit power asymmetries to transfer state and regional obligations 
and responsibility for asylums seekers and refugees to neighbouring states. At their most destructive, 
externalisation policies can prevent refugees from reaching safety and breach their human rights.

Led by The University of Melbourne, the other partners in the network are Deakin University, Monash 
University, University of Bologna, University of Geneva, and University of Gothenburg.

Navigating Violent and Hateful Extremism  
Plan International, a leading non-government development and humanitarian organisation, commissioned 
ADI researchers to explore the meaning and impact of violent extremism as understood by staff members 
from the Plan International country teams in Myanmar, Indonesia and the Philippines. The central question 
driving their research was: What is Plan doing now, with what impact, and what else could Plan do in their 
programming that could contribute to the prevention of violent extremism, especially with children and 
young people in Myanmar, Indonesia and the Philippines?

Using the framework of violent and hateful extremism (VHE), rather than the more narrowly framed and 
commonly used framework of violent extremism, the research team made extensive recommendations for 
Plan’s future program development with the aim of working towards long-term sustainable humanitarian, 
peacebuilding and development solutions. Based on the success of the partnership, the research team are 
now exploring a major research project to consider in much greater detail how the concept of VHE can be 
incorporated most effectively into policy as well as Plan’s development and humanitarian programming.

The researchers included ADI’s Dr Anthony Ware, Professor Greg Barton and PhD Candidate Leanne Kelly 
with Plan International’s Dave Husy and Juhi Sonrexa. 



Myanmar’s Rohingya conflict: one year on
Coinciding with the one-year anniversary of the launch of a military 
offensive that sent 671,500 Rohingya Muslims across the border into 
Bangladesh from Myanmar in August 2017, this panel discussion was the 
de facto launch of Dr Anthony Ware and Dr Costas Laoutides’ new book, 
Myanmar’s ‘Rohingya’ Conflict.

The panel featured both Dr Ware and Dr Laoutides, as well as ADI’s Dr Amy 
Nethery, Christopher Lamb, President of the Australian Myanmar Institute, 
and Michael Sainsbury, freelance journalist in Southeast Asia, and was held 
in partnership with the Australian Myanmar Institute.

The ethics of embryo editing
Close to two million people watched Associate Professor Eben Kirksey 
question SUSTech’s Dr. Jiankui He about the ethics of CRISPR embryo editing 
as the proceedings of Human Genome Editing Summit streamed live from 
Hong Kong in November. Associate Professor Kirksey was presenting at the 
Summit on biohackers who are trying to genetically modify themselves to 
cure HIV using CRISPR-Cas9 technology. 

Reporters from The Associated Press, The Wall Street Journal, The New York 
Times, Democracy Now, Time Magazine, The Guardian, the BBC, ABC radio 
Australia, and the International Herald Tribune, among many other media 
outlets, have interviewed him about his work.

Gold Rush: 20 Objects, 20 Stories
Dr Sarah Hayes, in collaboration with the Old Treasury Building in 
Melbourne and the Public Record Office Victoria, assisted in the curation of 
an exhibition Gold Rush: 20 Objects, 20 Stories from June 2018 to May 2019. 
The exhibition presents the turbulent tale of Victoria’s gold rush through just 
20 objects: from a frilled crinoline dress, to tiny manuscript dairies kept by 
men and women on the goldfields, to a replica of the largest nugget found 
in the world at the time.

Dr Hayes is an urban archaeologist and material culture specialist. Her 
current research for her Australian Research Council Discovery Early Career 
Researcher Award is on how the Gold Rush shaped quality of life in Victoria’s 
cities and the factors that determine individual participation in employment 
and society. This project will also look at similarities and differences in 
cultural values between the Gold Rush cities of Melbourne, Bendigo, San 
Francisco, Sacramento and Dunedin.

Engagement

100+ media reports contained expert advice or opinion provided by ADI 

members in 2018. 

35+ opinion articles were authored by ADI members across a diverse number of 

publications in 2018.

20 articles authored by ADI members for The Conversation in 2018.

Our researchers continued to be highly sought after commentators on a diverse 
range of issues in the public arena for debate and discussion. 

One article co-authored by Professor Emma Kowal and Dr Elizabeth Watt, “A DNA test says 
you’ve got Indigenous Australian ancestry. Now what?” was selected for The Conversation 
Yearbook 2018, a collection of the best articles written for the platform from the year.

25 26
25



Policy Recommendations and Expertise

The Institute and its members have developed both a 
national and international reputation for the authoritative 
expertise and advice they provide to government and 
community.

Parliamentary Submissions

Inquiry into Indigenous issues and Native Title
Professor Jon Altman made submissions to four inquiries and discussion papers relating to Indigenous 
issues at both state and federal levels in 2018. One of these submissions was related to recommendations 
and proposals for reform to the Native Title Act 1993. This submission focused on two broad interlinked 
issues: the underlying systemic and structural shortcomings of the Native Title Act 1993 that were not 
addressed in the proposed recommendations from previous reviews; and the problematic nature of a 
review process focussed around the notion of economic development and rapidly accelerated integration 
into market capitalism. His submission concluded with the following:

I am concerned that the 66 recommendations/proposals for reform 
are framed by a hegemonic idea about what development, in the form 
of market capitalism, should look like with resource extraction being 
the most commercially attractive, but often environmentally most 
destructive, option for remote Australia …

… No compelling evidence is provided that this dominant view of 
development concurs with that of native title holders. As a matter of 
principle, there is a need for native title holders to have free prior and 
informed consent rights and better resourced representation so that their views can be heard via 
their corporations and representative bodies …

… There is an urgent need to empower well-resourced native title organisations to represent 
the interests of native title holders and registered claimants. Such organisations would be better 
positioned to articulate the range of development options that accord with land owner aspirations.

Professor Jon Altman

On behalf of the Alfred Deakin Institute, Professor Fethi Mansouri submitted to the Inquiry into the strategic 
effectiveness and outcomes of Australia’s aid program in the Indo Pacific and its role in supporting our 
regional interests. This submission argued for three interconnected aims:

1. Increasing the overall foreign aid allocation in proportion to GDP, thus bringing it more in line with other 
developed countries;

2. Expanding strategically the geographic reach of Australia’s foreign aid programs; and 

3. Ensuring that there are proper and effective mechanisms for implementing allocated funds in innovative 
and sustainable ways.

Professor Matthew Clarke Associate Professor Chengxin PanProfessor Fethi Mansouri

Professor Matthew Clarke and Associate Professor Chengxin Pan, with Dr Sophie Wilson from The 
University of Sydney, also made a submission to the Inquiry on Australia’s aid program. Their submission 
drew on a pilot study undertaken in 2017 with community leaders in Port Moresby, Papua New Guinea. 
Against a backdrop of general reduction in Australian aid in the Pacific, they raised concerns that increasing 
levels of aid and investment from China may compromise Australia’s interests in the region. 

On behalf of the Australian Privacy Foundation, Digital Rights Watch Australia, Electronic Frontiers Australia 
and Future Wise, ADI’s Dr Adam Molnar and Dr Ian Warren, with QUT colleagues Dr Monique Mann and Dr 
Angela Daly, were invited to make a submission to the Joint Parliamentary Committee on Law Enforcement’s 
Inquiry into new Information Communication Technologies (ICTs) and the challenges facing law enforcement 
agencies.

In their submission, several main recommendations were made in regards to the impacts of new ICTs and 
law enforcement, primarily aiming to address existing regulatory gaps by placing reasonable limits on police 
powers. Their recommendations included: suspending the current program of mandatory data retention 
and requiring a judicial warrant to access telecommunications information; not implementing law or 
practices that involve undermining or weakening encrypted forms of communication and making use of 
existing targeted powers for accessing telecommunications information; and implementing appropriate and 
robust oversight structures for police use of new ICTs into the future. 

Dr Adam Molnar

The full content of all parliamentary submissions made by ADI members can be found on the ADI website.

Dr Ian Warren

Inquiry into Australia’s Aid Program

Inquiry into ICTs and Law Enforcement
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Questioning Punitive Approaches in Social Policy
1 February 2018

Challenges Facing South Sudanese and Horn of 
Africa Youth in Melbourne
2 August 2018

How the Environment Gets Under Our Skin
27 September 2018

Seeking ADI Expertise

Our researchers are regularly invited to join advisory committees, working groups 
and boards that seek out their expert knowledge, including:

Medical and cultural anthropologist Professor Emma Kowal was appointed to an 
expert advisory committee for the landmark Genomics Health Futures Mission.

The $500 million Australian Genomics Health Futures Mission is the centrepiece of the 
Federal Government’s $1.3 billion National Health and Medical Industry Growth Plan 
announced in the 2018-19 Budget.

Funded through the Medical Research Future Fund, the Genomics Health Futures 
Mission will help Australians to live longer and better through genomics technology, 
which will enable practitioners to tailor treatment for each patient, monitor and 
manage risk, and potentially cure a wide range of diseases.

Led by Professor Ian Frazer AC, the 13-member Genomics Health Futures Mission 
Steering Committee brings together eminent researchers and clinicians, legal, ethical, 
consumer and community, and data experts who will develop an operational plan for 
the Mission.

Professor Kowal said she was excited and honoured to be invited to join the 
Committee, and that Australia was in a position to lead the world in making sure that 
medical treatments based on genomics were effective and equitable.

“It’s wonderful to see Deakin’s expertise, particularly in the interface between science 
and society, recognised in this appointment,” she said.

“Everyone is unique and part of that unique story is told in our genomes. We are 
understanding more and more about the role it plays in our individual susceptibility 
to disease and how the effectiveness of treatment can depend on your particular 
genetic code. Treatments tailored to specific individuals based on their genes, known 
as precision medicine, offer enormous potential for much earlier diagnosis of rare 
genetic conditions, for example, which can make the difference between living a 
healthy life or one affected by illness.

“However, it will be important to ensure the benefit of this technology is widely 
spread amongst Australians and that ethical, legal and social research is addressed 
alongside it to ensure new treatments and approaches don’t produce unforeseen 
negative effects.”

The first Genomics Health Futures Mission project will be ‘Mackenzie’s Mission’, with 
$20 million being provided for a pre-conception screening trial for rare and debilitating 
birth disorders including spinal muscular atrophy, fragile X syndrome and cystic fibrosis.

Dr Timothy Neale was invited to join the Australasian Fire and Emergency Service 
Authorities Council’s (AFAC) Climate Change Working Group. Dr Neale is one of two 
social scientists providing advice to the Working Group, which has been tasked with 
writing a discussion paper on how the emergency management sector should prepare 
for the impacts climate change is having and will have on Australia and New Zealand.
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Public Events

Our Public Policy Forums continued to delve into emerging and enduring issues 
facing our society, led by Professor Jon Altman AM.

The forums tackled issues such as punitive social policies in Australia, the challenges facing African-
Australian youth in Melbourne, and the health policy implications of new scientific fields like epigenetics and 
microbiomics.         

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9wSEq5A0F2M
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HZLhfAq7V10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d3xYQnM25v0
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Our annual orations in 2018 were delivered by two high-profile individuals with 
great public respect and expertise in their fields. 

Our annual Alfred Deakin Institute Oration was delivered by the Honourable Mark Dreyfus QC MP, 
Shadow Attorney-General and Shadow Minister for National Security. 

The Alfred Deakin Institute Oration is delivered annually by a public intellectual on a topic related to 
the cutting-edge research about citizenship, diversity, inclusion and globalisation that is undertaken at 
the Institute. At a time when public trust in our federal institutions is alarmingly low, Mr Dreyfus QC MP 
delivered his insights into how the principles of a federal anti-corruption commission may help to restore 
confidence in politics and our public sector. His speech considered whether it is time we strengthen 
governance mechanisms and improve political culture and accountability. The oration can be viewed on our 
YouTube channel.

Our annual UNESCO Chair Oration was delivered by award-winning author and moral philosopher 
Professor Raimond Gaita. 

Running since Professor Fethi Mansouri’s appointment and now in its fifth year, the UNESCO Chair Oration is 
an annual lecture delivered by a preeminent thinker in social justice, cultural diversity and human rights.

Professor Gaita’s speech explored the conditions for a truthful, authentic and just use of ‘we’ as it might be 
spoken between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians, between different cultures in multicultural 
Australia, and between nations. At times deeply personal, Professor Gaita discussed with what right and what 
authority one may speak about aspects of this topic, when one must speak personally and what kind of ‘I’ 
must enter some kinds of ‘we’ if either is to be truthful. The oration can be viewed on our YouTube channel.         

The Alfred Deakin Institute’s flagship international conference this year explored 
the increasingly interlinked, complex and uncertain world in which young people 
across the Asia-Pacific live.

Youth Futures: Connection and Mobility in the Asia Pacific was the second flagship international conference 
hosted by the Institute, following on from the 50 years of Naming Institutional Racism conference in 2017. 
Organised by Professor Anita Harris, Dr Rose Butler, Dr Amelia Johns, Dr Jessica Walton and PhD candidate 
Andy Zhao, the conference featured keynotes from three highly-respected academics from around the 
world: Associate Professor Sandrina de Finney (University of Victoria, Canada); Dr Shanti Robertson 
(Western Sydney University, Australia); and Dr Crystal Abidin (Jönköping University, Sweden).

The conference considered opportunities and challenges for young people in and beyond the region as they 
make a place for themselves and imagine their futures in an era of increased mobilities, de-standardisation 
of the life course, hyperdiversity and digital connectedness. It sought to address the temporal and spatial 
dimensions of youth mobilities and connections, bringing into conversation questions of migration, un/
moorings, transitions, pathways, stagnation, aspiration, futurity, and hope, with those of (digital and social) 
networks, aspirations, solidarities, cultures, communities, participation, belonging, and social and civic lives.

(Rear, L - R): Andy Zhao, Dr Crystal Abidin, Prof Anita Harris, A/Prof Sandrina de 
Finney, Dr Shanthi Robertson, Dr Rose Butler, Dr Jessica Walton (front, L - R): Soo 
Jung (Elisha) Lee, Dr Amelia Johns.

(L - R): Dr Kim Lam, Dr Taghreed Jamal Al Deen, A/Prof Fran Martin, 
Prof Anna Hickey-Moody.

A/Prof Sandrina de Finney (University of Victoria, Canada) delivers her keynote 
speech, Mobile kinscapes: Youth stewardship and indigeneity in the multicultural 
settler nation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=f59sSJ9ua8Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NamzVL9bj0E


PARTNERSHIPS
We have collaborations and partnerships with universities, civil 
society organisations, the not-for-profit sector, government 
agencies and industry in Australia and around the world. 
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Our social media platforms experienced high levels of growth across all metrics in 
2018 compared to previous years. 

Over 3,000 followers on FB (20% increase in 2018)

Over 1,300 followers on Twitter (45% increase in 2018)

We dramatically increased our video output with the hire of a digital 
communications assistant in May, and the introduction of two video series in 
2018: research spotlight and ADI Insights. 

Communications

2018 was a period of exceptional growth for the Institute in its communications 
output across a variety of channels and mediums. Most notably was the 
development of a new purpose-built website that went live in January 2019.

Alfred Deakin Institute Partnerships Summit
We were proud to host our inaugural Partnerships Summit, Innovative Partnerships for Impactful Social 
Transformations, in the Federation Room at the Parliament of Victoria in May 2018, graciously hosted by 
Advisory Board Member Mr Frank McGuire MP, Member for Broadmeadows. 

The Summit was a celebration of our partnerships with more than 75 institutions and organisations who 
share our commitment to innovative applied research that meaningfully affects lived human experiences. 
The event brought together our researchers with key government, industry and community stakeholders to 
explore our shared research priorities and possibilities for impactful research now and into the future. 

In addition to welcomes from Mr Frank McGuire MP, Professor Joe Graffam, Pro Vice-Chancellor (Research 
Development and Training), and Professor Fethi Mansouri, presentations were made from four research 
staff and partner representatives highlighting the benefits, challenges and outcomes of our successful and 
enduring partnerships. Round table discussions followed, organised thematically around our four research 
themes, exploring the shared research priorities of the Institute and our partners to help co-design impactful 
research programs. Discussions centred around three key topics: ADI partners’ key knowledge-based needs 
and priorities; the main challenges they see coming over the horizon; and the constraints they foresee in 
working with the higher education sector.

(L - R): Prof Jon Altman, Soo-Lin Quek (CMY), Prof Fethi Mansouri, Prof Michele 
Grossman, Frank McGuire MP, Isabel FitzGerald (DPC).

A/Prof Melinda Hinkson shares insights from the round table discussions between ADI 
researchers and research partner representatives. 
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Heritage Under Fire
The Heritage Under Fire symposium, 
hosted by the Institute in February, 
brought together leading heritage 
scholars, defence personnel, NGO 
leaders and archaeologists to discuss 
how our global heritage is being 
destroyed like never before.

The ongoing conflicts in Syria and 
Iraq have unleashed a cataclysmic 
wave of human suffering as well as an 
unprecedented period of heritage destruction. The monumental scale of this heritage destruction has brought 
back to centre stage a number of issues pertaining to the protection of cultural property during conflict.

The event was sponsored by the Department of Defence and Blue Shield Australia, part of an international 
committee working to protect cultural heritage threatened by armed conflict and natural disasters. Key 
speakers at the symposium included UNESCO Chair in Cultural Property Protection and Peace Professor Peter 
Stone, Australian Red Cross International Humanitarian Law legal advisor Tara Gutman and heritage experts 
from Deakin, Macquarie and Flinders Universities.

Convenor, Associate Professor Benjamin Isakhan, who is chief investigator on a major ADI project 
documenting heritage destruction in Iraq and Syria, said the IS war on cultural heritage was “an extension of 
the battlefield”.

“Heritage destruction by the IS serves as a physical embodiment of IS ideology,” he said.

“Terrifying local populations and horrifying global audiences, it creates a carefully staged recording of the 
process of heritage destruction, with videos edited to show the before, during and after of the moment of 
destruction.”

Creating online counter narratives among diverse youth
In partnership with the Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet, 
Greater Dandenong Youth and Family Services and a range of other non-
governmental youth organisations and local government youth councils, 
ADI researchers designed and delivered a pilot project of creative video-
making workshops with young migrants to address issues related to social 
cohesion and promoting diversity. 

The project sought to understand how to strengthen social cohesion and 
youth resilience through the creative production of grassroots multimedia 
content. The workshops attempted to empower young people to address 
issues related to social cohesion and diversity through the production 
of multimedia products. The impact of the videos made during the 
workshops, both on the participants and on a large sample of young 
Victorians, was then evaluated to understand the impact of the 
process, and more generally to provide recommendations about 
how to effectively promote the creation of grassroots multimedia to 
challenge hateful narratives.

The findings of the project made clear that the videos could 
constitute a unique contribution to discourses on social cohesion, 
allowing for new narratives to emerge that are often ignored by 
mainstream media.

Dr Matteo Vergani, Dr Vanessa Barolsky, Muhammad Iqbal

The project also produced an 8-page booklet for youth 
centres and education providers, featuring tips and 
advice on countering hateful narratives.  

INTERNATIONAL IMPACT

Our international impact takes the shape of grants to undertake 
research projects, co-authorships with international colleagues, 
collaborative research projects, and international fellowships 
and exchanges.

Middle East Proxy Wars 
Researchers at the Institute are undertaking a first-of-its-kind investigation into the role of regional 
actors in fuelling Middle East proxy wars, thanks to support from one of the world’s leading philanthropic 
foundations.

Professor Shahram Akbarzadeh, Dr Zahid Shahab Ahmed and Dr Dara Conduit received a multi-year grant 
from Carnegie Corporation of New York to conduct research assessing the impact of regional actors in the 
ongoing conflicts in Syria and Afghanistan, which are estimated to have led to the deaths of more than 
600,000 people.

The researchers will work alongside international partners and policymakers in Afghanistan, Pakistan and 
the United Arab Emirates, in the first study of its kind to investigate the full involvement of regional patrons 
in the proxy conflicts.

Professor Akbarzadeh said the ongoing wars in Syria and Afghanistan were chosen because of the depth 
of foreign interference in each conflict, the diversity of external players involved, and the longevity of each 
conflict.

“Regional proxy conflicts have become the most significant driver of insecurity in the broader Middle East, 
and external actors are fuelling the fires of conflict in Syria and Afghanistan,” he said.

“The Syrian conflict is a bitter example of where a sovereign state and the international community have 
manifestly failed in their responsibilities to protect civilians from mass atrocity crimes, and where the 
involvement of external patrons has changed the dynamics of intra-state conflict.

“This project will provide an important evidence-based study to help us develop a new understanding of 
proxy conflicts. By working with local policymakers, academics, and practitioners from these regions, we aim 
to shed light on the scale of external intervention and develop multilateral policy alternatives to address this 
dire situation and ongoing humanitarian crisis.”

We collaborate extensively on a wide range of research projects with international 
partners, including governments, industry, universities and civil society groups.
A selection of our new and ongoing international research projects:
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Multifaith Women Leadership  
In September 2018, ADI was invited for a second time to host a delegation of 30 Islamic women leaders 
from Indonesia for a capacity-building course on women’s leadership in Melbourne. The Leadership 
Development Course is part of the prestigious Australia Awards Scholarships funded by the Australian 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. It is designed to empower awardees with the knowledge and skills 
to transform power relations and increase women’s participation in the public realm. This is the second 
year running that ADI has been selected as the course provider. The course includes site visits in Melbourne 
to leading multicultural and women’s organisations, high-level meetings, expert panels and networking 
sessions. Awardees meet with influential Australian women leaders from a range of fields including health, 
the media, business, the not-for-profit sector and local, and politics. ADI will deliver another program for this 
scheme in 2019.

Everyday Peace in Myanmar  
Community development organisation GraceWorks Myanmar confirmed funding for ADI’s Dr Anthony Ware 
and SHSS’ Dr Vicki-Ann Ware, for April 2019 to March 2022 for a research project on ‘Everyday Peace’.

This funding is for research into a program aiming to strengthen ‘everyday peace’ formation between the 
Rohingya Muslims remaining in Myanmar after the ethnic cleansing in 2017, and their local ethnic Rakhine 
Buddhist neighbours. ‘The everyday’ has been a staple in social theory for years, drawn from the ideas 
of Lefebvre, De Certeau, Foucault, Bourdieu, even Adam Smith, Durkheim, Marx and Engels. ‘Everyday 
peace’ has been proposed in the literature as the way individuals and groups navigate life in deeply divided 
societies to avoid or minimize conflict. Strengthening ‘everyday peace’ has thus been proposed as having a 
potential contribution to peace formation, but never been operationalized prior to this program.

This funding comes on the back of previous funding from GraceWorks Myanmar during 2016-2018, for 
research into peacebuilding in the context of the Rakhine-Rohingya situation in Myanmar.

“The Syrian conflict is a bitter example of where a sovereign state and the international community have 
manifestly failed in their responsibilities to protect civilians from mass atrocity crimes, and where the 
involvement of external patrons has changed the dynamics of intra-state conflict,” said Dr Ware. 

“This project will provide an important evidence-based study to help us develop a new understanding of 
proxy conflicts. By working with local policymakers, academics, and practitioners from these regions, we aim 
to shed light on the scale of external intervention and develop multilateral policy alternatives to address this 
dire situation and ongoing humanitarian crisis.”

Over the Horizon 2020  
Professor Michele Grossman will serve as the Australian partner on a multi-million dollar global research 
project investigating what Europe can learn from other parts of the world about governing religious diversity 
and preventing radicalisation.

Professor Grossman, Research Chair in Diversity and Community Resilience, joins other chief investigators on 
an international, 10-partner consortium recently awarded a prestigious European Commission Horizon 2020 
research grant.

The €2.2 million (AU$3.5 million) grant, “Radicalisation, Secularism and the Governance of Religion: Bringing 
Together European and Asian Perspectives”, will fund research over 3.5 years to help strengthen Europe’s 
position in the global context by investigating how religious diversity is governed in 23 nations around the 
world.

The research project will explore European and non-European states’ governance of religious diversity 
and the prevention of religiously inspired or attributed radicalisation on a global scale, focusing on what 
European countries might learn from other states and regions on these issues.

Professor Grossman said the project would compare norms, laws and practices that may or may not prove 
useful in preventing radicalisation.

“Our research will shed light on how different societies cope with the challenge of integrating religious 
minorities and migrants and living successfully with cultural and religious diversity and mobility. The aim is 
to deepen our understanding of how religious diversity can be governed successfully, with an emphasis on 
countering radicalisation trends.

“Collaboration on international research projects such as this allows us to share our ideas and experiences, 
as well as build strong relationships with experts and policy-makers across the globe.”

The European Commission’s Horizon 2020 research program aims to link scientific expertise with diplomacy 
and political influence to tackle major global challenges, promote knowledge and improve international 
relations through science, diplomacy and intercultural relations.

The Horizon 2020 grant and project team will be led by Professor Anna Triandafyllidou of the Global 
Governance Program, Robert Schuman Centre for Advanced Studies at the European University Institute in 
Florence.

As the only Australian partner on the project, Professor Grossman will join senior researchers from Italy, the 
United Kingdom, Bulgaria, Lithuania, Germany, Morocco, Turkey, Indonesia, Malaysia and India, all of whom 
bring their own diverse experience and expertise to the research.
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International Visiting Fellows
  
We welcomed a number of visiting international scholars to the Institute in 2018 
to collaborate and give seminars and presentations on their ground-breaking 
research. 

Professor Paige West, Claire Tow Professor of Anthropology at 
Columbia University, gave a lecture in May titled “Dispossession 
and Disappearance in the Post Sovereign Pacific: The Regional 
Resettlement Agreement between Australia and Papua New 
Guinea, an ethnography of loss”. Professor West’s broad 
scholarly interest is the relationship between societies and their 
environments. 

Her lecture focused on the lives that have been touched by The 
Papua New Guinea Solution and asked how anthropologists 
(and other social scientists of global change) are to understand, 
theorize, and write about new forms of mobility and displacement 
and the new forms of subjectivity that result from them.

A conversation between Professor Tariq Modood and Professor 
Fethi Mansouri facilitated by Professor Anita Harris was hosted in 
August. 

The conversation considered the growing concern in culturally 
pluralist societies that multiculturalism as a diversity policy 
framework is experiencing a gradual drop in popular and political 
support. Many have suggested that multiculturalism is in need of 
conceptual recalibration in order to overcome some well publicised 
pitfalls such as the persistent urban segregation of certain migrant 
communities, the lack of engagement of mainstream/nationals, 
and the emerging challenges to social cohesion and national 
security post 9/11. It is within this context that an intercultural 
dialogue framework has been proposed as a possible conduit 
towards a new diversity governance policy framework. Despite the 
growing diversity of academic literature on all things ‘intercultural’, 
there remains an urgent need to clarify the conceptual contours 
for ‘interculturalism’ and to test its capacity for policy interventions 
and empirical applications particularly within the increasingly 
super-diverse settings in which they take place. The conversation 
between both professors has been transformed into a forthcoming 
peer-reviewed journal article highlighting a path forward in terms 
of combining aspects of interculturalism and multiculturalism, from 
a phase of oppositional engagement to one of complementarity, to 
address policy and governance concerns.

Professor Tariq Modood is Professor of Sociology, Politics and Public 
Policy and the founding Director of the Centre for the Study of 
Ethnicity and Citizenship at the University of Bristol.

Professor Ricard Zapata-Barrero, Universitat Pompeu Fabra 
Barcelona, delivered a seminar on “Intercultural Citizenship in the 
Diversity Debate Today” in July. This seminar formulated a defense 
of the emerging intercultural policy paradigm for the benefit of 
those who are still somewhat reluctant to accept its proper place 
within the current migration-related diversity policy debate. The 
seminar can be viewed on our YouTube channel.

Professor Jo Shaw, Salvesen Chair of European Institutions at the 
University of Edinburgh, gave a seminar, “Citizenship Regimes 
in Times of Crisis”, in August. She explored how “crisis” affects 
citizenship, focusing on the examples of Brexit in the UK, the 
breakup of Yugoslavia (resulting in the creation of seven successor 
states), and further to that breakup the partial “reintegration” 
of those states into the EU. The seminar can be viewed on our 
YouTube channel. 

Dr Antonio González Zarandona completed a Visiting Fellowship at Forensic Architecture (Goldsmiths 
University), funded by the British Academy, where he collaborated with members of Forensic Architecture in 
Maps of Defiance, the UK entry for the London Design Biennale, curated by the Victoria and Albert Museum.

Associate Professor Benjamin Isakhan was re-appointed as an Adjunct Senior Research Associate in the 
Department of Politics and International Relations, University of Johannesburg, following on from the 
successes of his first three-year term (2014-2017). This is his second three year appointment (2018-2021) 
and will see A/Prof Isakhan work with colleagues at the University of Johannesburg on various projects as 
well as visit South Africa to give seminars, workshops and to foster and enhance their research culture and 
output.

Professor Michele Grossman travelled to Pretoria and Johannesburg, South Africa, as a guest of the 
Australian High Commission as part of their international expert exchange program in the area of countering 
violent extremism. Michele presented her recent work (conducted in collaboration with Canadian 
colleagues at Dalhousie University) on developing a measure for youth resilience to violent extremism in 
culturally diverse contexts at an intervention-focused workshop co-sponsored by ALPS-Resilience; at the 
Good Governance Africa conference on ‘Extremisms in Africa’, and to a specialist group of government 
personnel in South Africa’s Department of International Relations and Cooperation. Michele was also 
interviewed on CVE issues by Radio Islam South Africa during her stay.

Overseas Fellowships and Exchanges
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RESEARCH STREAMS
Our research streams are the internal structure around which our research agenda is 
built. They foster opportunities for collaboration, project development and mentoring 
among members and students with shared research interests and priorities. 
We rearticulated our research streams in 2018 to better reflect the Institute’s research 
growth and priorities, as well as evolving global and local influences and agendas. Our 
new streams are: Heritage and Indigeneity; Governance, Development and Peace; 
Mobilities, Diversity and Multiculturalism; and Culture, Environment and Science.

Distinctive social, cultural and historical relationships between persons, places and things lie at the heart 
of what it means to be human. The concept of heritage is entangled with questions of temporality, 
power, agency, knowledge, materiality, scale, and place. The concept of indigeneity foregrounds the 
politics and processes of representing, in particular terms, peoples who identify variously as prior, 
indigenous, Aboriginal, or first nations. This stream supports scholars whose research interests engage 
either or both fields of enquiry.

We take up the concepts of heritage and indigeneity as categories of critical enquiry and fields of 
practical and political contestation, at local, national and transnational scales. Critical concerns of 
heritage and indigeneity come together in debates about colonialism, sovereignty, governance, identity, 
inequality, place-making, post-conflict reconstruction, representation and social memory.

Future GLAM 
Symposium
Organised in partnership 
with Museums Australia, the 
“Future GLAM (Galleries, 
Libraries, Archives & Museums): 
Convergence and collaboration 
in the cultural heritage sector” 
symposium brought together 
students, professionals, 
academics and practitioners 
interested in ideas of convergence 
and collaboration in GLAM and 
cultural heritage to share their 
experiences and reflect on their 
exciting but uncertain future. 

Reconfiguring the postcolonial for precarious times
This colloquium, inspired by provocations emerging from recent 
scholarship on the turn to precarity, was designed to respond to the 
contemporary pressures being navigated by all those who work and 
live with postcolonial interests. 

Hosted in partnership with the Institute of Postcolonial Studies, the 
colloquium’s initial provocation was cultural studies scholar Simon 
During’s observation that precarity globalizes and thus displaces the 
category of the subaltern, an argument echoed in recent work by 
scholars of settler colonialism, and in the shift of “refugee” from noun to 
verb to describe a pervasive experience of dislocation. The event invited 
academics, artists and activists to respond to this provocation and to 
ask, how might earlier ideas of a postcolonial project be creatively and 
critically enlarged or rethought for the destabilised times of the present? 
What are the distinctive perils and possibilities — political, artistic, and 
scholarly — of the current moment?

HERITAGE AND INDIGENEITY

Situated in the Anthropocene, a new geological era wherein humans are understood to have a profound 
and irreversible impact on planetary futures, our work aims to recast development, governance and 
peace while being mindful of structures of nation-states and international organisations, as well as 
race, gender, class and species, and the privileges and responsibilities most of us enjoy within these 
structures. We recognise that peace involves multiple forms of reconciliation involving complex 
understandings of justice, law, democracy, rights and privilege. We are concerned with the personal, 
grassroots, and global aspects of efforts to promote peace, stability and justice and believe that 
effective, just development of governance and security is a critical 21st century planetary challenge.

Comparative Communication Study 
International Symposium
This international symposium investigated 
different traditions in the study of communication 
and provided a platform for both comparison 
and exchange. Hosted in partnership with the 
School of Journalism and Communication and 
the Centre for Studies of Media Development, 
Wuhan University, and GDPi and SCC at Deakin 
University, the symposium was led by ADI’s 
Professor P. David Marshall and Dr Jian Xu. 
The connections that these traditions have to 
professional practices have become scholarly 
disciplines such as media studies, public relations, 
and journalism, sometimes leading to particular 
applied directions that are drawing on distinctive 
aspects of communication theory. Moreover, 
communication as the overarching field that links 
these approaches has also developed in equally 
distinctive traditions as it emerged as an area of 
study in different parts of the world.

Contemporary Democracy Workshop
In the late 1980s, the eminent political scientist 
Robert Dahl authored ‘Democracy and Its Critics’ 
which debated fundamental questions about the 
possibilities and limits of democratic government. 
Building on these questions, this workshop 
explored the challenges facing democracies today 
as a result of recent economic, social and political 
developments, including globalisation, economic 
stagnation, the emergence of new communication 
technologies, the erosion of traditional social 
cleavages, and the collapse of trust in political elites 
and institutions. The keynote lecture was delivered 
by the esteemed Professor Leonardo Morlino (LUISS, 
Rome).

GOVERNANCE, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE

Professor Leonardo Morlino (left) and Dr Zim Nwokora, a member of the Governance, 
Development and Peace stream.



Adjunct Member Dr Michele Lobo speaks during the “Aesthetic Anxiety or Performative 
Subjectivity” symposium at Deakin’s Geelong Waterfront campus.
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MOBILITIES, DIVERSITY AND MULTICULTURALISM

Addressing the opportunities and challenges of the movement of peoples, ideas, information and 
capital in a global, digital world, this stream spans issues of migration and diverse societies; racism and 
racialisation, social inclusion and cohesion; the plurality of mobile identities; interconnectedness and 
mediation of local, national and global relationships; and the changing nature of place and communities, 
from local neighbourhoods to digital platforms.

We focus on how intersectional identities and subjectivities are formed, negotiated and contested 
across time and space; how mobilities and diversification challenge communities, communications 
and networks; and how the articulation and re-articulation of ideas of multiculturalism, religiosity, 
difference, place, indigeneity, and the digital are played out in a neo-liberal and global age. 

National Narratives/Migrant 
Architecture Workshop
The buildings of migrants and migrant 
communities, including houses, places of worship, 
ethnic clubs, retail strips, restaurants, and 
reception centres challenge national histories of 
assimilation and integration. And yet architectural 
historiography has been slow to explore this 
subject and to identify approaches that account for 
its complexity. This symposium, “Aesthetic Anxiety 
or Performative Subjectivity: National narratives 
encountering migrant architecture in Australia”, 
generated a cross-disciplinary examination of the 
role of architecture in the discourse on diversity 
and identity. Academic scholars presented on 
housing, camps, dwellings and gardens, with 
papers examining cultural diversity and the 
conflicts between aesthetic taste and cultural 
particularity.

Australasian Association of Buddhist 
Studies Conference
This interdisciplinary conference, provided a forum 
for scholars and students of Buddhism to explore 
the rich tapestry of Buddhist cultures, philosophies, 
and practices in traditional settings and in modern 
social life. It included keynotes from Associate 
Professor Ann Gleig, (University of Central Florida), 
Professor John Powers (Alfred Deakin Institute), 
and Associate Professor Amber D Carpenter (Yale-
National University of Singapore College), and a 
keynote plenary on “Gen X, Y and Z Buddhists” 
featuring A/Prof Ann Gleig, Dr Sarah-Jane Page 
(Aston University), and Dr Kim Lam (Alfred Deakin 
Institute).

CULTURE, ENVIRONMENT AND SCIENCE

The Culture, Environment, Science stream brings the conceptual tools, methods and approaches of 
the humanities and social sciences to bear on the challenging questions facing today’s interconnected 
world. New articulations of biopower and coloniality, shifting patterns of capitalism and political 
economy, technological change, and environmental threat raise new questions about what it means 
to be human, and at home in the world. Within this context, our research explores the assembling and 
disassembling of people and histories, in conversation with ecological communities and built and natural 
environments. In responding to new intellectual and ethical challenges, and to their long-running 
histories, we seek to trace the lines of connection, harm, responsibility and care between human and 
non-human life, environments, and technologies.

Anthropocene Campus Melbourne
Over four days in September, the Anthropocene 
Campus Melbourne (ACM18) had 110 participants 
from 49 universities (plus several art and museum 
institutions) thinking deep thoughts about deep 
time. Workshops were led by academics from 
Deakin University, UNSW, Uni Católica, UCLA, 
University of Adelaide, Monash University, 
Drexel University and Memorial University of 
Newfoundland, and involved participants were 
sent on fieldtrips to Melbourne Water’s Western 
Treatment Plant, Royal Botanical Gardens, 
CERES, Aboriginal heritage sites on the Yarra 
River, Melbourne Museum and Scienceworks. 
Additionally, it included two art exhibits and a 
live scored performance at Testing Grounds. ADI’s 
Dr Tim Neale was convener, alongside Dr David 
Kelly, Dr Will Smith and Associate Professor 
Eben Kirksey, and PhD candidates Zoë Coombe, 
Elizabeth Lara, Cameron McKean and Kuai Shen.

Collaboration incubator: Rural place 
making and the place of the rural
This incubator was designed as an explorative 
space in which to bring together Deakin 
researchers, and colleagues from further afield, 
to discuss their research interests and possibilities 
for collaboration along the theme of rural place-
making and the place of the rural. It explored 
questions such as:

• For whom is rural and regional Australia home?

• What place does the rural occupy in Australia 
today, and how can we understand that in relation 
to histories of colonial settlement, migration, and 
nation-building?

• How can the transformation of rural and regional 
places address questions of food sovereignty, 
security and justice?

• What is the future of the rural?

Following on from the incubator, in 2019 the 
CES Stream will run a regular reading group, 
“Rural place-making and the place of the rural in 
contemporary Australia”, exploring similar themes. 

Visiting PhD candidate Alex Zahara (Memorial University, Canada) and ACM18 
participant Anna-Katharina Laboissière (Ecole Normale Supèrieure, Paris), examine the 
marine invertebrate collection in a behind-the-scenes tour of Melbourne Musuem. 



Science and Society Network grants
The Deakin Science and Society Network (SSN) awarded a number of Interdisciplinary Project 
Incubator grants to early-career researchers in 2018. The grants will fund innovative projects 
that develop connections between the HASS (humanities and social sciences) and STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) fields. The successful awardees’ projects address a wide 
range of topics, including clean water for remote Northern Territory communities, engineering and 
design heritage in post-industrial cities, emerging technologies in musical performance, and using 
children’s literature to empower young cancer patients’ choices in treatment and end-of-life care. 
SSN also awarded grants to projects that will facilitate workshops to bring together HASS and STEM 
experts and create new collaborations to address emerging issues in science and society.     
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RESEARCH NETWORKS
The research networks and groups hosted by the Institute provide spaces for 
collaboration and the exchange of ideas across traditional disciplinary boundaries 
within and outside of Institute membership. The networks hosted numerous 
seminars, workshops, conferences, symposia, lectures and other public events 
throughout 2018 that helped to build the research communities around their 
particular disciplinary fields.

A selection of highlights from our Research Networks

AVERT launch
The AVERT (Addressing Violent Extremism and Radicalisation to Terrorism) Research Network was 
officially launched in April at Deakin Downtown. A globally engaged multidisciplinary research 
initiative of the Institute, AVERT brings together an outstanding group of critically engaged academics 
and community and government partners who research for the public good through understanding 
and developing solutions to the social harms created by violent extremism and terrorism. The AVERT 
launch featured keynotes from Tony Sheehan, Commonwealth Counter-Terrorism Coordinator at the 
Department of Home Affairs, and Dr Hass Dellal AO, Executive Director of the Australian Multicultural 
Foundation. 

Trump and the Middle East
The Middle East Studies Forum’s biennial conference in 2018 dealt with the impact of Donald Trump’s 
presidency and the new layer of complexity it has added to the politics of the Middle East, South 
Asia and Central Asia, as well as featuring panels specifically on violent religious extremism in South 
Asia. With a full day of PhD workshops and twelve diverse panels on a range of relevant themes, the 
conference attracted over 90 guests to the Burwood campus.

Animal Liberation: Past, Present and Future
Renowned Australian moral philosopher Professor Peter Singer presented the opening lecture for one 
of Deakin’s newest research networks, the Deakin Critical Animal Studies (DCAS) Network. Launched 
in July by Professor Singer, whose seminal work “Animal Liberation” is sometimes credited with 
triggering the modern animal rights movement, the DCAS Network aims to bring the needs, rights and 
vulnerabilities of non-human animals into focus in both research and teaching at Deakin University. 
The full lecture can be viewed on our YouTube channel.

Polis seminars
The Polis (Politics and International Studies) research network continued to host their regular seminar 
series in 2018, featuring over 15 seminars or panels on a diverse range of political phenomena. Topics in 
2018 included: “The North Korean Threat”, featuring ADI’s Dr Danielle Chubb and Associate Professor 
David Hundt, and Dr Jiyoung (Jay) Song (University of Melbourne); “Partisan Politics in Australia”, from 
Associate Professor Anika Gauja (University of Sydney); and ‘Non-Proliferation and Nuclear Transfer 
Networks in the Middle East’, from Associate Professor Justin V. Hastings (University of Sydney). 



160   HDR candidates aligned with the Institute 

12   Total HDR completions in 2018

           4   Master’s by Research completions

     8   PhD completions

Dr Timothy Neale

Dr Matteo Vergani

Beatrice’s PhD research focuses on the ways in which ethics and morals are 
understood, practiced and negotiated within the museum and cultural heritage 
professions, specifically regarding the representation of difficult histories. She 
is examining the difficult legacies of the Holocaust in Germany, and of invasion 
and colonisation in Australia, and the impact of these difficult pasts on national 
conceptions of history, memory and identity. Her research explores how concepts 
such as genocide, identities of perpetration, victimhood, and survival have been 
explored in the historical and cultural traditions of each nation, and proposes that the 
two nations have vastly different conceptions of the moral significance the past has 
for the present.

This interpretation frames analysis of the ethical policy and practice at three case-study sites from Germany 
and Australia – the Topography of Terror Museum, located on the site of the former Gestapo Headquarters 
in Berlin; the Indigenous galleries at the Tasmanian Museum and Art Gallery, which present parallel stories 
of violence and dispossession, and cultural continuity and survival since invasion; and Wadjemup (Rottnest 
Island) in Western Australia, the site of an Aboriginal prison from 1838 to 1931. 

In 2018, Beatrice extended her engagement with the academic field with her first publication in a Q1 
journal, Museum Management and Curatorship, and a presentation at her first international conference, 
The Inclusive Museum, as part of the emerging scholars program, which afforded her the experience of 
chairing sessions and facilitating workshops. She was also a member of the convening committee of ADI’s 
Unsettling Heritage Symposium, which provided a platform for emerging professionals and academics to 
engage in dialogues about the future of heritage management.

Beatrice’s primary supervisor is ADI Deputy Director and Professor of Cultural Heritage And Museum 
Studies Andrea Witcomb. 

Using the June 2016 massacre at a gay nightclub in Orlando, Florida, as a case study, 
Trish’s PhD research – #OnePulse: community and the politics of memorialisation 
on social media – is examining the creation of communities that use “shared” 
bereavement as their starting point. Her thesis will use an intersectional and cross-
platform approach to understanding the expression of online grief and mourning 
amongst multiple-marginalised peoples. Using a critical discourse analysis, Trish aims 
to engage with the existing literature to analyse popular Tumblr posts and hashtagged 
Tweets from the first anniversary of the massacre in order to discuss the construction 
of collective loss and mourning through public grief.

In 2018, part of the initial findings of this study were presented at the The Australian Sociological Association 
(TASA) Conference, hosted by the School of Humanities and Social Sciences and the Alfred Deakin Institute 
of Citizenship and Globalisation at Deakin University. Trish’s presentation included discussions on the 
mediation and remediation of death through artistic expression, particularly through references to popular 
culture, and the use of apolitical stances as an act of deliberate reframing, to focus on the recovering city 
and the victims rather than politicising it as a massacre, an act of violence with causes and effects.

Trish’s primary supervisor is Associate Professor of Sociology Vince Marotta. 
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RESEARCH TRAINING (HDR)
We continue to build our reputation as a world-class research training facility. Our 
commitment to HDR research includes regular investment in new PhD scholarships, 
the appointment of dedicated ADI HDR Coordinators, and inclusion of doctoral 
researchers in leading scholarly events, including seminars and symposia.

Our HDR Coordinators in 2018, Dr Timothy Neale and Dr Matteo 
Vergani organised a range of events aimed at developing the 
skills of the HDR students aligned with the Institute. 

Dr Victoria Stead led a workshop on Deakin’s human ethics process in April, 
providing advice on the different dimensions of the process and how HDRs 
should approach it. 

In May, Professor Hugh Gusterson (George Washington University) visited ADI 
to deliver a masterclass on “studying up”, leading a discussion on the approach 
first outlined by anthropologist Laura Nader in the 1970s.

In June, ADI organised a workshop on research methods for HDRs. The 
workshop aimed to showcase different epistemological points of view on 
research methods, followed by one-to-one and small group sessions to discuss 
strengths and opportunities of different approaches in the context of the HDRs’ 
theses. It included presentations from Dr Amanuel Elias, Dr Zim Nwokora, Dr 
Tim Deale, Dr Dara Conduit, Dr Natalie Ralph, and Dr Matteo Vergani.

In August, ADI hosted an in-depth workshop on academic publishing for HDRs, including presentations 
by Dr Diarmaid Harkin, Dr Christopher Mayes, Associate Professor Patrick Stokes, Dr Billy Griffiths, and 
Dr Sherene Idriss. The workshop also included a discussion with Professor Niko Besnier (University of 
Amsterdam), the current editor of American Ethnologist, on how to publish with international journals.

In August, ADI also organised a special event for HDRs that included a workshop titled “Employment 
after your PhD: how to move into jobs inside and outside academia”. The workshop was designed to 
give an overview of the employment opportunities inside and outside academia, and practical tips 
to develop a successful career. It included presentations by Professor Anita Harris, Professor Greg 
Barton, Dr Zim Nwokora, and Dr Matteo Vergani.

Following this event, Professor Tariq Modood presented a masterclass titled “The Bristol School of 
Multiculturalism”. Prof Modood is Professor of Sociology, Politics and Public Policy and the founding 
Director of the Centre for the Study of Ethnicity and Citizenship at the University of Bristol and the co-
founder of the international journal, Ethnicities.

4 8

PhD Profile: Beatrice Harris

PhD Profile: Trisha Villagonzalo
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PUBLICATION EXCELLENCE
Our members’ research continued to be published in high quality journals 
throughout 2018, with the introduction of initiatives aimed at incentivising 
publication in Q1 journals.

JOURNAL ARTICLES 
IN ARWU

JOURNAL ARTICLES 
IN Q1 SCIMAGO

JOURNAL ARTICLES 
IN Q2 SCIMAGO

JOURNAL ARTICLES 
IN ABDC 
A* AND A

JOURNAL ARTICLES 
IN ABDC B

YTD DECEMBER 2018

49% 53% 22% 14% 4%

Authored Books

Armenian Christians in 
Iran: Ethnicity, Religion 
and Identity in the Islamic 
Republic 
James Barry

Deep Time Dreaming: 
Uncovering Ancient 
Australia 
Billy Griffiths

Flashy, Fun and Functional: 
How Things Helped to 
Invent Melbourne’s Gold 
Rush Mayor
Sarah Hayes

How is terrorism changing 
us?: Threat perception and 
political attitudes in the 
age of terror
Matteo Vergani

Middle East Politics and 
International Relations: 
Crisis Zone
Shahram Akbarzadeh 
& Kylie Baxter

Myanmar’s ‘Rohingya’ 
Conflict
Anthony Ware  
& Costas Laoutides

Pastures of Change
Gillian Tan

Phenomenology, 
Naturalism, and Science: 
a Hybrid and Heretical 
Proposal 
Jack Reynolds

Securing Mega-Events: 
Networks, Strategies and 
Tensions 
Chad Whelan  
& Adam Molnar

Chinese Social Media: 
Social, Cultural, and 
Political Implications
Mike Kent, Katie Ellis  
& Jian Xu

New Opposition in the 
Middle East 
Dara Conduit  
& Shahram Akbarzadeh

Post-growth Politics: A 
Critical Theoretical and 
Policy Framework for 
Decarbonisation 
Peter Ferguson

Unsettling Food Politics: 
Agriculture, Dispossession 
and Sovereignty in 
Australia
Christopher Mayes

Advertising and 
Promotional Culture: Case 
Histories
P. David Marshall  
& Joanne Morreale

Human Rights and Agents 
of Change in Iran: Towards 
a Theory of Change
Rebecca Barlow  
& Shahram Akbarzadeh

Edited Books

The Palgrave Handbook of 
Biology and Society  
Maurizio Meloni, John 
Cromby, Des Fitzgerald  
& Stephanie Lloyd

North Korean Human 
Rights: Activists and 
Networks
Andrew Yeo 
& Danielle Chubb

When Parents Kill 
Children: Understanding 
Filicide 
Thea Brown, Danielle Tyson 
& Paula Fernandez Arias

The Quest for the Good 
Life in Precarious Times
Jon Altman



The map in ADI’s conference room showcases the diverse origins of our researchers.
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Journals

The Journal of Citizenship and Globalisation Studies is ADI’s flagship open-access 
journal, first published online in 2017.

JCGS publishes high-quality, innovative empirical 
and theoretical papers that examine the complex 
and often contradictory meanings of citizenship, 
social inclusion and globalisation at the local, 
national and transnational levels. The journal 
seeks to engage with, among other things, 
notions of community and citizenship, tensions 
and innovations in contemporary practices of 
governance, security and democracy and the 
nexus between discrimination and disparity, and 
its impact on development and human rights.

The Journal of Intercultural Studies is sponsored by the Alfred Deakin Institute and 
in 2018 was ranked by Scimago as a Q1 journal in Cultural Studies, Sociology and 
Political Studies, and History for 2017.

The Journal of Intercultural Studies showcases 
innovative scholarship about emerging cultural 
formations, intercultural negotiations and 
contemporary challenges to cultures and 
identities. It welcomes theoretically informed 
articles from diverse disciplines that contribute 
to the following discussions: reconceptualising 
notions of nationhood, citizenship and 
belonging; questioning theories of diaspora, 
transnationalism, hybridity and ‘border crossing’, 
and their contextualised applications; exploring 
the contemporary sociocultural formations of 
whiteness, ethnicity, racialization, postcolonialism 
and indigeneity; and examining how past 
and contemporary key scholars can inform 
current thinking on intercultural knowledge, 
multiculturalism, race and cultural identity.
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